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Where Will | Go from Here?

Years ago, when it was still okay to do things that
showed you were a Christian, | used to see signs like
this on someone’s desk, or on an office wall:

Please be patient -- God
isn’t finished with me yet.

Sometimes it was just meant to be funny, but for
some people it was a serious statement: “I know I'm
not perfect. If | let you down or fail to satisfy you, I'm
sorry. | intend to get better—bear with me.”

We all need to have that sign tattooed on our
foreheads, don’t we?

Jesus said to His followers, “Be perfect, as your
heavenly Father is perfect.” (Matt. 5:49) He could
just as easily have said, “Be perfect, as | am perfect.”

Right, Lord. Just let me make a couple of small
corrections ... there, that oughtto do it ....

No way. “Perfect” is not a state we can expect to
achieve; it's a goal, something to aim for. And we
never will get any closer to it without the Lord’s help.
Still, He commands us to work toward that goal.

The Apostle Paul said something about this on
several occasions. To the Romans he wrote, “/ have
the desire to do what is good, but | cannot carry it
out. For | do not do the good | want to do, but | keep
on doing the evil | do not want to do.” But on a more
positive note, he wrote this to the Philippians:
“Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what
is ahead, | press on toward the goal ...”

Each of us has come to our current situation in life
through a combination of circumstances—things
that have happened to us—and choices we've
made. How we got to where we are may be worth
knowing. Maybe we can learn from our past
mistakes. But the most important gquestion is not
“How did | get here?” but “Where will | go from here?”

Each of us can decide how to deal with that question.
We can just “go with the flow” and let life happen to
us—Que sera, sera. Or we can take responsibility

for our life, make some important decisions about
what we need to change; what we will or won’t do;
where we will or won’t go. And then get serious and
do whatever it takes—like Paul, “press on” to follow
the best path for our future.

There’s another trite saying | used to hear: “Today is
the first day of the rest of your life.” Think about it—
choices you make today and in the coming days
cannot change the past, but they will surely affect
the shape of the future.

Am | making this sound easy? It is not easy, it's hard
to change our way of looking at things; to change
behavior that has been (more or less) successful in
the past, or at least has kept us alive. The decision-
making and the doing are both beyond our
capability. Fortunately, we don’t have to do it alone.
We have guaranteed help from God, in the person
of the Holy Spirit. As a friend of mine used to say,
“Nothing is going to happen today that the Holy Spirit
and | can’t handle.”

Check out this promise that God gave to His people
as they were preparing to enter the Promised Land:
The Lord himself goes before you and will be with
you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not
be afraid; do not be discouraged. (Deuteronomy.
31:8 NIV) Was that meant only for Israel, only for that
time? No, | am confident God makes the same
promise to each person who is willing to enter the
“promised land” of being His child. He will always be
with us and ahead of us.

God is always, always, ready for us to start fresh on
our walk with Him from right where we are.

Consider this story from the Bible. Jesus, with Peter,
James, and John, came down from the mountain
after Jesus’ Transfiguration and found a crowd
waiting for Him.

And someone from the crowd said, “Teacher, |
brought my son to you, for he has a spirit that makes
him mute. And whenever it seizes him, it throws him
down, and he foams and grinds his teeth and
becomes rigid. ... it has often cast him into fire and



into water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything,
have compassion on us and help us.”

And Jesus said to him, “If you can’! All things
are possible for one who believes.”

Immediately the father of the child cried out and
said, “I believe; help my unbelief!” And when Jesus
saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked
the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You mute and deaf
spirit, | command you, come out of him and never
enter him again.” And after crying out and convulsing
him terribly, it came out.

And when he had entered the house, his
disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not
cast it out?” And he said to them, “This kind cannot
be driven out by anything but prayer.” (Mark 9:17-29
ESV, abridged)

“l believe, help my unbelief!”

Notice that Jesus did not tell the man to go away and
build up his belief, and then He would help him.
Instead He demonstrated that Jesus’ own belief was
enough—all things, even miracles, were possible for
Him. And He explained the source of His belief:

prayer.

A main point of this story, for me, is that Jesus is
always willing to meet us where we are and go on
from there. If our faith is weak, He knows how to
strengthen it. If our behavior is sinful, guess what—
Jesus is called “Friend of sinners.” His example and
the Holy Spirit’s guidance will help clean up our act.

We might say, “I have faith; help me because my
faith is weak” Or, “I am obedient; help me to stop
being rebellious.” Or, “I am humble, Lord: help me
overcome my pride.”

Jesus meets us where we are. He knows our hearts.
If we truly want to be faithful, humble, obedient
servants of God, doing the Father’s will, then He is
always beside us, ready and eager to help us do it.

But we must do our part, as well. What makes
muscles stronger? Exercise. If we never do
something that requires a step of faith, our faith
remains weak. But if we step out in faith—for
example, turning a conversation to the subject of
Jesus and the salvation He offers; or giving money
you need yourself to someone who needs it more—
that step of faith encourages us to do more. Our faith
in God’s provision and His promises is built up.

Humility also improves with practice. Jesus told the
disciples to “wash one another’s feet’—in other

words, make yourself a servant of others. What a
freeing thing this is; those who give their time to help
people often say, “We receive more from them than
we give.”

Where does prayer fit in this picture? Do you imagine
that when Jesus went off by Himself to spend an
hour or two in prayer, He was praying through a list
of requests, as many of us do today? “Father, please
heal Sylvie, and by the way Tommy needs a job
really badly!”

Of course He may have made some requests like
that, but | suspect most of His prayer time was spent
just listening, not with His ears but with His Spirit—
seeking to understand the Father’s will and receiving
the spiritual energy and power to carry it out.

Let's summarize this message:

e Every day of our lives we must decide: Where
will I go from here?

e God’s standard for our behavior is high: Be
perfect, as | am perfect.”

e We aren'’t there, but Jesus meets us where we
are and helps us work toward that goal.

e The Holy Spirit has been given to us to help and
guide us. Trust in the Lord with all your heart and
lean not on your own understanding; in all your
ways submit to him, and he will make your paths
straight. (Proverbs 3:5-6)

e Our faith, our belief, our obedience—every
Christian virtue—is strengthened by exercise
and practice.

e Finally, the source of Jesus’ power to obey the
Father, even to work miracles, is available to us:
prayer. Spending time alone with God, letting
Him fill us to overflowing with the “living water” of
the Spirit of God—this is how we overcome the
world, the devil, and our own fleshly temptations.

Am | there yet? No. But God hasn’t given up on me,
and He hasn’t given up on you. Like Paul, we need
to push on toward the goal, with God’s help, being
confident of this, that he who began a good work in
you will carry it on to completion until the day of
Christ Jesus. (Philippians 1:6)

My hope and prayer is that I, and all of you, will
always confess that, with His help, we can get from
where we are to where the Lord wants us to be.

Be blessed. Praise the LORD always. Amen.

Brother Roland

Ask me ... Send your Bible questions to me and I'll try to answer them in the “Good News Guide.”
Your question may help someone else. Brother Roland, P O Box 14, Fayetteville PA 17222



The Holy Spirit
God promised to “pour out His Spirit on all people” (Joel 2:28) and He has done that. Those who are led by

the Spirit of God are His children. (Romans 8:14) Thank you, Father, for sending us your Holy Spirit.
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TBIOFEVSSMAIWNSUMICKCLUOURUUOQETEA- ATCS

FNRRESTMKXQRLYTISHSEGPTOQOQMEKDUSTLCCEUQ

ICIMKGLRUXXIQUILJVONXTPNITIGNAOHYMSB
GITBOXDGOIMPLORXEODPFEPIAYNBEVPEFCYHB

LTOYCHCEBFVSRSIHOLYSPIRITGPDOIVASTE

AEFOOEMNILTMFEFZMPVNXNFLACTAMARTTRIXGE
UOTRSJITBWXOBLSXGSPBKGSBPIPCIPGSNDO
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IKUGUIDEUSINTOALLTRUTHOPLAUUXNET CHS
RZTBGSZNABCEKOQMMAAWCSRRVSCPWBEFOXTTU

ISHKNHPERNMMFKUJLLADOZOHULZKVIUOUJLE

PVSGOAUSNGZNYOHSTMSSUWHLEEMLNHMTITLJ

SLCETSZSUDRRMBEESTISLKATHZEKSEFSFZQRAYV
EIYHNUSIJWCENGTMLEUYATUCKOEAGVOHSYV
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ILICGEUDNOHSHCRREUEDFNVIOTHIXZAEDUHM
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ANAXKYIEATYOBREIFEZSPLEKUTPNZPGPTLETI

LGANAZWTPCIIGSGWRNCSNNZXDGTRTIAFQTY
TMRGEWRIATHAXGEHTIDRAWUSCLOSERTOGOTD
VCZRPDVMSPKEFFRZKTFLKCEAPMRATILGTZRE

ZzEIOSCCAADNORDWXQTNRZEKVHBPCPTWRYVGS

SEUGNOTFONOITATERPRETNIGTILLAOUCJOY

TCDMAYHAYOVMNYITXCLYSAITEWPDVEFBMOTLR

GIVEUSPOWERTOOBEYGODASJTERKUAEGTTC COQUA
VKPDJUCDVGDUMPHEFSQVPDZEUNWRROZDZNTU

SUTROFMOCDNAPLEHSBESNFCIKYLCDLZWLJ

Words:

hd
=
[=1
0
o >
> nf n
O wI m
-
zZ o >
o Ye=z«
= AtIS
RfSN
Z s$ouw>
w_ogou
Z=ZzZt0F
KOItI
08>
LN EEZz
WACESE
n===20n0
*
wd
=
Q.
(/)]
>
o
I
()]
Sun
w N
OWSS
= 5 W %))
55z 9
FEN 1N}
T8 Z
e_m_MOYm
WO
Fro09Y
*
o
=
L
& <
> P2
[ [a W
I
2 3
...mEFRR
SEOE9
SARRE
ecomSE
mOH ND
8SN>O>O00>D
Z2<<<O00
*

DRAW US CLOSER TO GOD
GIVE SPIRITUAL GIFTS

LOVE

HELPER

PATIENCE
PEACE

HOLY SPIRIT

GIVE US POWER TO OBEY GOD
GUIDE US INTO ALL TRUTH
HELP AND COMFORT US

HELP US PRAY

IBTERCESSOR
PARACLETE

SELFCONTROL
* Gifts from the Holy Spirit

DISCERNMENT OF SPIRITS

FAITH

SPIRIT OF GOD
SPIRIT OF LIFE

PRODUCE FRUIT

SPIRIT OF TRUTH

REGENERATE HUMAN SPIRITS

SANCTIFY US

INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES

HEALING
KNOWLEDGE
PROPHECY

TEACHER
WITNESS

TEACH US ALL THINGS



A fresh Start

This second puzzle was originally intended for inmates who were about to be released, but most of its

messages apply to all of us who want to “start fresh” with Jesus today. Enjoy.

Puzzle:
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AUOIMTPVTPFTPVPLQFDRAKASVNRDBJISIKK
KFJIJIKKJIJIGNIMEHCSEROMONHTRTPYAHWYVRRC
UEYDOQYOGYYKDYIMGXWNAYZNHOQOSGZOHOQDO
EYNOYCNEKNFCAQDMUEEROVELGHUMTITROQLG
ULUUEGFASIDOCBCHGDUTAZNUBRILEUHPIXTITI

MRZBJKWJIJIFHKIOQQTOAHQOOBJOKLENYTLJUR
TLDUTFMQCOLODNJZABHXHLEFHEKTIZRYULNIKE
NNUANDWANTSTOGIVEYOUMEETWVTUWTITZ FDT
AWIZGMEJDAUDDLERZNBEKOQOQDSRMIMOEWSTUTF

KDYURRYCTYEAJIJWNIYKQQLBRUMNEFYYDZBA
SKWDODARQEKSCHHOQJQEKLYQOLGWHCOOTT
QOFNFIRDAFXBBKAJPPUWNLTWYWOQBTZEKGOQGS

SUSEJFOEVOLEHTTELEZMAHLDNOEZEKTIURAPU
MAEGCNTCLYDSLYLRCUENTEZRMUHWHTLMOL

ONMOBUEAMMZTRORTEKGDEKRSCEQYCTTOGPFDT
LEHSDFCFRPACYDUORESSHTPEFVPAZADNDTHDO
AOMKOGIGTTTOQRODHVZNITIFOABEIDNAAGN
MNBNJFLNZEEUJNOATFYHORUGWALWEDZETUDO

HEVOVYTIARSCHERGDCXOLIVEBYTHETWORD
DSEWAANWGIUAKEWJZCUAJTTRNCBEFGEZTI?Z

CTLSPNAOJAZNWDBOJATEGNACUOYECEYAT
YDPEGXDRGLJIHSQJIUYMDAETLAZCARZZXNLC

HALXAXNGSTTSJALLEHMORFUOYDEVASOHTW

PYLAMGUOTHRSBRWLAPNDPVEVTPNLJIDMWM
LSNCPUBYOIYPLEHSDOGHTIWMNNEAHTEFTISTEF
NWOTIHATANDKNOWLEDGEOFHIMBRPSILMLOQOQ

EOMLPMHJVGWQYYOCAVNNGHEOTTLAODCGY
JRVYXETUDSWPNEKXRIVXINVINMCRAESRUJIC

Z KIPRYENOMYSAETEGOTOIT TOJEHZSSULSOL

SLOSIZUJTERLNCAZVIOLQOQDWCYEWTE EFYCLW

Words:

WHO SAVED YOU FROM HELL

DO NOT LUST AFTER

YOU CAN GET A JOB
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GOVERN YOUR THOUGHTS
WORDS AND ACTIONS

LET THE LOVE OF JESUS
YOU CAN DO IT

READ THE WORD
FEED ON THE WORD
LIVE BY THE WORD
LED BY THE SPIRIT
GROW IN GRACE

NO MORE SCHEMING
TO GET EASY MONEY
NO MORE CRIME

OF ANY KIND

WITH GOD'S HELP

AND KNOWLEDGE OF HIM

AND SHARE WITH OTHERS

EARN YOUR LIVING



