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A repeat from eight years ago—this is still the best
writing on this subject that | have ever seen. | hope it
blesses you. —Bro. Roland

Enjoying God’s Will for You
More wonderful than you could imagine!
By Grantley Morris

At first thought, God'’s will seems so oppressively
restrictive that it's frightening. And we’re scared we’ll
be told to go somewhere awful and do something
embarrassing. In reality, for us to fear God’'s
commands is as unnatural as a much loved baby
fearing its mother’s breast; as a shivering child fearing
sunshine; as someone sick fearing health. To obey
God is to say good-bye to
mistakes and regret and open
the door to excitement and
achievement.

No one understands you
like your Maker. No one knows
your future like your God. No
one has your best interest at
heart like the One who shed his
blood for you. No one can bring
you happiness like the Inventor of sex and sunsets,
sight and sound, touch and taste, life and beauty. He
alone offers heaven.

When you really analyze it, nothing could be
more exciting, fulfiling and rewarding than God’'s
desires for you. Fearing God’s will is as irrational as
worrying about what the world’s best mechanic might
do to your car, and as stupid as insisting on defusing
a bomb for fear that experts will not do it properly. The
Almighty, your Creator and Savior, is selflessly
devoted to maximizing your happiness. Moreover he
has infinite knowledge. When God asks you to do
something, he is granting you the unique privilege of
tapping into the greatest Mind in the universe. You
have the opportunity to do something infinitely smart.
Explore that thought more later. It could add a whole
new dimension to your life.

Disregard your Maker’s right to tell you what to
do. He merely gave you life and everything you've
ever touched. He holds your atoms together and gave
you the brain cells you think with. Forget that Christ
purchased your allegiance by trading his life for yours,
becoming the devil’s plaything on the cross so that
evil couldn’t touch you. And overlook the power of
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God to determine your eternal destiny. Consider
merely God'’s infinite knowledge, perfect goodness,
and self-sacrificing devotion to your highest good.
That alone is enough to force the conclusion that
disregarding God’s slightest suggestion is the height
of stupidity.

Yet another exhilarating thing about God’s will for
you is that it is not only perfected by infinite love, it is
backed by infinite power. It is not only achievable, it is
unstoppable. For as long as you let Jesus rule your
life, nothing can thwart it. Do you believe God is all-
powerful? Then you believe he could over-ride your
every weakness. He could ask nothing of you that he
couldn’t do through you. And if he has a speck of
love, or any respect for his reputation, he’s not going
to command, and then abandon you to your own
resources. It's exciting when God asks the impossible
of you. A miracle is around the corner!

Since God, in his love, longs to see you reach
your highest potential, his desires for you will stretch
you to the limit. But no matter how Satan tries to
distort that thrilling truth into something scary, there is
always something more frightening than doing God’s
will—not doing God’s will. The mere fact that we could
fear God’s beautiful will is clear proof that God has a
spiritual enemy who carpet bombs our minds with
malicious untruths. Nothing could be wiser, or better,
than obeying the God who has a sacrificial
commitment to giving you the very best.

God telling you to do something is the Almighty
Lord expressing his desire for you to enjoy his best.
And obedience is simply receiving that love, delighting
and rejoicing in the beauty, perfection and security of
God’s yearnings for your welfare. We only disobey
when we secretly believe we are smarter than God,
that his love for us is inferior, or that he is so weak
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It has rightly been said that
God’'s will is the greatest good
~. his infinite wisdom can devise.
/ \ Snuggle into it. Experience the

/ \ exquisite perfection of his love
plans for you. Then luxuriate in the security of
knowing that of every possible alternative, you have
chosen the very best.

Note that submission to God is letting God be
God—allowing Jesus to assume his rightful place in
your life. The emphasis is not on you trying to obey,
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but on Jesus ruling. It is letting him do the work. It is
avoiding taking upon ourselves responsibilities that
don’t belong to us. The Evil One would love to distort
this into a dreary put down, but it is actually a glorious
relief. We're free to enjoy life as God’s children and
leave all the hard work
to Jesus. We don’t have
to prove ourselves to &/

God, Jesus has already .

done it. We don’t have

to defeat sin, Jesus has g .

already done it. ¥ TIED
Submitting to God = o

must never be thought “ T

of as obeying a set of Vel g /

rules. That's dull and St -

cold. And God is neither. Following a list of dos and
do nots is not following God the person, but
something impersonal. It brings with it the great
danger of shutting God out. Submitting to God is
loving God the person, getting as close to him as you
can, and drawing strength and comfort and direction
from him. It is driving with God in the front seat with
you, enjoying his companionship. From time to time in
your conversation he will say such things as, ‘Turn
left . . . You'll need to slow down a bit here . . . Let me
show you a short cut . .. This next part is easy, drive
however you choose, | know you’ll handle it well . . .
Further on it gets tricky. Better let me do the driving
for that stretch.’

Now let's be brutally frank. God’s directions are
seldom that clear, although when the situation
demands that degree of clarity, he will give it. Mostly,
God leads by such things as vague feelings. That can
be frustrating, but it's our opportunity to let faith rise,
trusting God to guide with whatever degree of clarity
divine wisdom knows is best, while we play our part
by drawing close and listening intently. God and |
seem to have an on-going argument. ‘Speak louder!’ |
keep telling God. And | think he keeps replying,
‘Listen harder?’

Why God'’s Will is Exciting

When you have a critical decision to make, what
would you give for access to someone with infinite
knowledge?

He would know every fact in every universe; all
the future and all the past.

He could keep you fascinated for weeks just
telling you things about yourself you never knew. He
could tell you how many inches the nail of the third
toe on your left foot grew in the last 6.34 years; how
many breaths you took on your fifth day of life; what
your father thought the day he first heard you were
conceived; the real reason your first romance ended
the way it did; what forgotten incident caused that
peculiar fear that plagues you.

All your enemies’ secrets would be open to him.
He would know what that fabulous looking stranger in

the bus thought of you. He would know what your
boss thinks while he’s having a shower.

What if he also had the astounding intellectual
power to know every ramification of every tiny event —
every chain of events set off for all eternity by every
action? The implications of such knowledge explode
the imagination. And he could figure the exact mix of
short and long term happiness that would work best
for you. If we pampered ourselves all day every day,
our long term happiness would suffer enormously, yet
sacrificing everything for long term benefits could
leave us so dejected that we never reach our final
goals. He would have your perfect solution.

Suppose he also knows the true function and
purpose of everything.

And imagine the implications if his integrity and
moral judgment are impeccable. He would be
absolutely good and know how to maximize the good
in every situation.

Wouldn’t having his input be the greatest
thing that could ever happen to you?

So great is God’s love for you that he longs to
marshal his infinite resources to determine precisely
what is in your best interest. And he selflessly offers
this incomparable gift, not just for ten minutes, but for
a lifetime.

How can we book a flight when we don’t know
which one will crash? And yet we regularly make far
more dangerous choices by the hour, knowing almost
none of the pertinent facts.

We choose marriage partners, having no idea
how the ravages of time will assault them, whether
tomorrow they will be permanently paralyzed or lose
their mind or die; not knowing how wildly their future
income and expenditure will plunge or soar; not
knowing whether their unborn children will be
deformed or hateful and how they will treat them; not
knowing, if or when, our prospective partners’
kindness will turn to cruelty and their love to disgust.
Forgetting the future, we know frighteningly little even
about their past. A basic thing like reading their
thoughts is beyond us.

We repeatedly find ourselves trying to solve
million piece puzzles when we rarely get to see more
than a dozen pieces. We walk in a constant fog,
making life and death decisions, knowing nearly
nothing. So whenever the Almighty reveals his mind,
we should erupt with the joy of a man lost in a
minefield suddenly finding a marked trail. At last the
light has shone. At last infinite knowledge has
reached us in infinite love. We should rush to obey,
treasuring the slightest hint of God’s will, like the last
drop of water in a desert.

© Copyright 1996-2000, Grantley Morris. May be freely copied in whole
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readers are not charged; it not be used as a webpage. Many more
compassionate, inspiring, sometimes hilarious writings available free
online at www.net-burst.net Freely you have received, freely give. For
use outside these limits, consult the author.
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Sometimes what is accurate is even more interesting than what we thought we knew ...

Christmas Traditions

Christmas Messages by Evangelist Larry Wolfe
December, 1997

Tradition: The Wise Men/Magi visited the Babe Jesus at the Manger
Truth: The Wise Men/Magi visited the Young Child Jesus in a House

The Biblical record of the visit of the Magi is found in Matthew 2:1-12. In (v.8, 11) Jesus is described as a
"young child". This description is repeated in (v.13,14) when Joseph was spoken to in a dream by the
angel of the Lord immediately following the visit of the Wise Men/Magi. Matthew's term "young child"
differs from Luke's description "the babe" in Luke 2:12 which describes Jesus on the night He was born.

"When they were departed...Joseph...took the young child and His mother by night, and departed into
Egypt."(v.14) Joseph moved his family to Egypt, leaving "the house" (v.11) not the manger, and "was
there until the death of Herod" thereby literally fulfilling the Old Testament prophecy: "Out of Egypt have |
called My Son."(v.15)

Tradition: Santa Claus—the god of Christmas
Truth: The Lord Jesus Christ—the God of Christmas

In the half century or so that | have observed and celebrated Christmas, Santa Claus has increasingly
moved to the forefront. Although he is probably not the "Triple-Threat" some would make him out to be,
he is given three very important attributes that only God possesses.

The first of these is omniscience. Everybody knows that he knows "whether we've been naughty or nice"
right? Wrong, only God can and does know if we have sinned against Him or whether we have obeyed
Him. To tell our children otherwise is not right!

He is also said to have the power to be in every home in the world on Christmas eve. This might not be
considered omnipresence, but it is close enough to replacing God in the mind of a child.

Santa Claus is also given credit for being the provident one who can supply the needs or wishes of any
child, all they have to do is ask. Sounds like the same relationship we all should have with our Lord.

Santa Claus, in essence, is the counterfeit god of Christmas and thereby replaces the real need of every
empty-hearted child, the need to receive and know Him whose birth we celebrate, the Lord Jesus Christ!

Tradition: There were three Wise Men/Magi
Truth: The Scripture does not number the Wise Men/Magi

In every extra-Biblical account of the Christmas story, three is the usual number of the Wise Men/Magi.
However, the Bible never tells us how many there were. Because of the three different gifts: "gold and
frankincense and myrrh" (Matthew 2:11) presented to the young child Jesus, it is assumed that three
different Wise Men/Magi came to visit and honor the King of Jews the Lord Jesus Christ. But, there could
have been two, twenty two, two hundred or maybe there really were three. In reality, there just had to be
more than one because plural forms of the word magi are used (Matthew 2:1,7). Regardless of the
number, they surely were men who knew the importance of the star of the King of kings and rightly
responded: "They saw the young child ...and fell down and worshipped Him" (Matthew 2:11), the Lord
Jesus Christ, the One Who alone is worthy!

If you have questions about the Bible or the Christian life, write to me and | will try to give you helpful
answers. My address is:

Brother Roland, PO Box 14, Fayetteville PA 17222



The Christmas Story

have pulled out phrases for you to search for. As you find them, try to appreciate the beauty of what God

The story of the birth of Jesus, from Luke 2, is a favorite of many people, including me. In this puzzle |
has done for us in sending us a Savior, Jesus Christ, our Lord and King.
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Puzzle:

NWOTSDIVADNIEDSURDFSSCJAVHOOXCAN
VYSAQQMEJSBIKGOUHMALPVMUGWLNTZEY
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VCYGOIPADLVOOATEOHDIEEDJASUFNOGM

FHIPNJHKHLBMBWEHORAVTJIKQAEDRJVNH
LIDAOOEHNPOABSNZENHRXPRALHQASOID
BLWOSCMRTNETTUIHPEFEIBEATTIIMGKDO

JDWSAQWADEISLSPTSQMMWAFLEGBDIXHSG
LLITENRMENBEOEARHOMPFIHRSNNTECADO

PEUJVUAITCAAHJINEGNYESLTVIYAHIWT

Z SUZAEPGHWASZTZRIIIOSRZLHPVEKADY

LSJVHHPPEVEERINGBCGNFOOMBEWEKWGOR
TGWMLNEXSHNNPPLIDAVNOTURNETPAPFRDO
TEEMLJDRHJYPTSTEMPGHPFTHLDIEKGRIXVETL
NTPHAJILEEEKILTEHPORPAOYEREVRIVYHG
ZTDRHDNPPIRSHIOVETOPAHRNMECHEETCY
WIGASYCDHZSIUDIBHMTROYIEMOJRJASTP
JNVCUSLEERPGFSNEETIESOLXTVQSOEBTT

CGAHOBOSRNNGOOLONTTSFNBBJETITTIEZSQ

ROCRYUTUDQRGVOAFTSHDSTIBERORVHCDD

YLLDTYHVSHYNRYDFAOQLLIZVLLIMDTIEHA- A

YDSLBISASTDDMGINIAGAEMACLETIRBAGS
WILLBEARASONLHGIELMKMHHHDMPADEVH
BXLSNFSDWQIUMKERDWZSUSEJMIHEMANRX

AVIRGINNAMEDMARYURSLIJPMAHDGSANYV

SHEPHERDS AT NIGHT
KEEPING THE SHEEP
ANGEL IN GLORY
HERE IS GOOD NEWS
HEAVENLY HOST SANG
GLORY TO GOD

TONIGHT IS BORN
THE SHEPHERDS SAW

DO NOT BE AFRAID
IN DAVID'S TOWN
A SAVIOR

THE MESSIAH

THE LORD

PEACE AMONG MEN
AND REJOICED

THE EMPEROR DECREED
TAKE A CENSUS

NO ROOM IN THE INN
WRAPPED IN CLOTHS
SLEPT IN A MANGER

*

MARY VERY PREGNANT
IN A STABLE

REIGN FOREVER

MY SOUL REJOICES

*

JOSEPH AND MARY
WENT TO BETHLEHEM

SO LET IT BE
JESUS WAS BORN

HEROD WAS KING OF JUDEA

ZECHARIAH THE PRIEST
ELIZABETH HIS WIFE
CHILDLESS, GETTING OLD

GABRIEL TOLD HIM
YOU SHALL HAVE A SON

NAME HIM JOHN
A PROPHET LIKE ELIJAH

X

GABRIEL CAME AGAIN

A VIRGIN NAMED MARY
WILL BEAR A SON

NAME HIM JESUS

SON OF THE MOST HIGH

HE WILL BE GREAT

Words:



